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In Burlington 3000 persons are liable for the tax. In 1896, 2325 
either worked out or paid the tax. It cost the city $237.75 to collect 
the tax. 

In Ottumwa there is a voting population of 4600. The tax levied 
is $2.50 per year. Deducting one-third not liable, from the fact that 
they are either too old or physically not able to perform a day's 
labor, there would be left a population liable for the tax of 3067. 
In 1896, 1407 paid or worked the tax with $1660 turned over for 
collection to the county treasurer. 

In Council Bluffs the number of persons liable it about 2000. Of 
this number 861 paid the tax in money or worked it out, in 1896. 

In Dubuque, Cedar Rapids, and Keokuk no attempt was made to 
collect the poll tax. 

The total number of persons liable for poll tax in the five cities 
under consideration is estimated to be 21,146, of which, in 1895, 
9283 paid the tax, and in 1896, 9308. " It will be readily seen that 
considerable less than 50 per cent paid the tax. A law that cannot 
be applied to more than 50 per cent of the people it is supposed to 
govern is not a good law and ought to be repealed. In all the cities 
enumerated will be found the old worn out men and crippled working 
upon the streets as proxies, yet the law especially stipulates that none 
but able-bodied men between the ages of 21 and 45 shall perform this 
labor. There are men in many of the cities under consideration who 
carry around with them certificates from physicians to the effect that 
they are not physically able to perform manual labor, yet they are 
allowed to work out some man's tax who cannot perform such work." 



ATHLETICS AND SCHOLARSHIP. 



In the Annual Report of the Provost of the University of Penn- 
sylvania, 1897, an attempt is made to analyze the relations of 
athletics to scholarship, as illustrated by the experience of that 
university. It appears that the number of conditions per student 
conditioned in the first term was: — 



For all students 

For members of athletic teams 



gulars. 


Specials. 


Partials. 


1.69 


1.7 


1.6 


1.7 


1.0 


2.6 
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In the second term the same tables show : — 



For all students 

For members of athletic teams 



Regulars. 
1.0 

2.1 



Specials. 
3.1 
0.0 



Partials. 



Considering regular students only : In the first term 155 conditioned 
out of a total of 499 ; in the second term 135 conditioned out of a 
total of 457. 

Of athletes we find in the first term 24 conditioned out of a total 
of 45 ; and in the second term 16 conditioned out of a total of 45. 

" These figures again represent the most favorable enumeration for 
the athletic class of students, as no attempt has been made to sift out 
of the total number of 45 those who may have figured solely in the 
contests peculiar to either term." 

During the session 1896-97 there were also 926 students in attend- 
ance upon instruction in the Department of Medicine, and of these, 
according to a report furnished by the Secretary of the University 
Committee on Athletics, based upon the records of the Committee up 
to April 7, 1896, 211 students were candidates for positions on 
athletic teams under control of the University Committee on Athletics, 
and 714 students of the department were not candidates for positions 
on the various athletic teams. The average scholastic standing of 
the students who were not candidates for positions exceeded by 3.1 
the scholastic standing of those who were candidates for positions 
upon the teams. " In this connection, however, it should be stated 
that in the experience of the Department of Medicine that, with 
few exceptions during the past several years, the students who were 
actually athletes, and were recoguized as such by the Committee on 
Athletics, were diligent students and held good scholastic standing in 
their classes." 

Table Showing tub Scholastic Standing of Candidates and Non-Candidates 

(Department of Medicine) Arranged by Classes for Positions on 

Athletic Teams. 



First-year class — 
Second-year class . 
Third-year class . . . 
Fourth-year class . 



Number of 
candidates. 



70 
76 
50 
IB 



Scholastic 
standing of 
candidates. 

Per cent. 



Number of 
non-candidates. 



Scholastic 

standing of 

non-candidates. 

Per cent. 



73.2 
75.2 
71.8 
73.5 



215 
174 
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76.3 
80.3 

76.8 
70.8 



Scholastic standing of 714 non-candidates, 76.5 per cent ; scholastic 
standing of 211 candidates, 73.4 per cent. 



